
AIR QUALITY IN CLARK COUNTY
A REFLECTION / A VISION 



THE YEAR 2003 
“IN REVIEW”



In January, the EPA 
proposed approval of 

the CO and PM10
Plans 



Major success continues on the CO 
front

CY 2002
“0”

CY 2003
“0”

There were no violations in 
calendar years 1999, 2000, 

2001, 2002, or 2003



In February, the EPA’s Jeff Holmstead praised the 
County’s efforts 



The Monitoring Section continued to excel in 
the EPA’s yearly performance audit 



In March, the Legislature 
approved SB237

Over 20 years the 
Transportation Plan will 
provide $2.7 billion and 

bring millions to air quality 
programs



• New road shoulder gravel test method
• PM10 modeling for expansion of BLM disposal 

boundary
• Smog test effectiveness study
• Inventory of non-road engines
• Annual paved road sampling for PM10 SIP
• Disturbed vacant land & unpaved roads study
• Memorandum of Understanding for APEX

Planning & Special Projects



Monitoring upgraded CO monitors to 
more reliable instrumentation

And began work to realign the 
monitoring network to conform to the 

National Ambient Air Monitoring 
Strategy



Air Quality Regulations Amendments: 
Sections 0, 11, 12, 26, 30, 34, 49, 52, 58, 59, 90, 

91, 92, 93



New and improved
ERC Program to encourage the 

Federal ERC Program



Compliance personnel are using new 
equipment

• More digital cameras
• A GPS locating device
• GIS technology
• A new H2S meter
• A prototype handheld 

GIS device



Billing has become a more efficient 
automated process



The Small Business Assistance Program is 
up and running



Some folks just can’t smell the “roses”





Public hearings moved from the Government 
Center out into the communities and are held 

during evening hours

We improved public participation



NEAP
• Early proactive enforcement 

actions to reduce particulate 
matter during natural events

• Public education about the 
harmful effects of particulate 
matter

• Public notification to enable 
the general public and at-risk 
individuals to minimize their 
exposure to particulate 
matter when air quality is or 
will be affected by high-wind 
natural events





DAQM met and talked to the public at 
many events this year

• Red, White and Boom
• Henderson Parade
• Belz mall “Back-to-School”
• Clark County Health Fair
• Desert Demonstration Gardens “Day with the Experts”
• Eco-Jam
• No. Las Vegas “Back-to-School”
• Timet Forum in Henderson
• RTC Century Ride
• RTC Bike Party in the Park



Websites have been redesigned to be 
“User-friendly”

www.accessclarkcounty.com/airquality



A few statistics
7 Initial Title V Permits issued this year

956 Stationary Source periodic reports reviewed
328 Gasoline station performance tests witnessed
156 Unannounced gas station inspections conducted

207 NOV’s issued
2231 Vacant land inspections conducted
3045 Dust control permits issued

$5,854,102
Dollars in revenue collected

10,000 Construction industry personnel attended dust 
class since its inception



OUR PLANS FOR 
2004



PM10 SIP

• Federal Register Notice:  
January 22, 2003

• End of Public Comment 
Period:  Feb. 21, 2003

• EPA Staff has reviewed 
public comments

• Final approval 
anticipated in 2004



CO SIP
• Federal Register Notice:  

January 28, 2003
• End of Public Comment 

Period:  Feb. 27, 2003
• EPA Staff has reviewed 

public comments
• Final approval 

anticipated in 2004 
• Carbon Monoxide 

Maintenance Plan is in 
development



IVANPAH VALLEY
Clean Air Plan

• Proactively working to 
keep the Ivanpah valley 
in attainment while 
allowing development of 
the new airport  the 
community to proceed. 

• Initial modeling is 
underway

• A Clean Air Plan will be 
drafted in 2004



OZONE STUDIES
EPA promulgated a new 8-hour Ozone Standard

Preliminary data indicates Clark 
County may not be in attainment 
for Ozone after averaging data 
from 2001 through 2003

Designation of nonattainment 
applies to all of Clark County, not 
only the Las Vegas Valley

We have proactively begun 
studies to determine the sources 
and identify strategies to address 
Ozone formation in Clark County



REGULATION REWRITES

• DAQM will continue to 
upgrade and rewrite the 
Air Quality Regulations

• Highlights
– Sect 18 Fees
– Sect 52 Gas Stations
– Sect 9 Civil Penalties
– Sect 4 Control Officer
– Sect 7 Hearing Board 

procedures



NSR REFORM

• New EPA permitting 
requirements

• DAQM will draft 
language in 2004

• Public workshops in 
2005

• Submittal to EPA of 
draft regulation 
revisions in 2005



HAZE

• Desert Research 
Institute to determine 
the amount, and 
sources of Urban Haze

• Identify potential 
control measures to 
reduce the haze-
forming substances



ERC PROGRAM
• A new ERC Register 

database has been 
developed and is being 
utilized

• Section 58 (Federal ERCs) 
and Section 59 (Offsets) 
amendments await EPA 
comments and approval

• Outstanding Offset 
assessments are being 
resolved (Local program)



PUBLIC OUTREACH
• DAQM will continue a  

campaign to inform 
Valley residents about 
the hazards of PM10 & 
PM2.5

• A Speakers Bureau is in 
development

• A 2-part School 
Outreach Program is in 
development

• The DAQM website will 
be upgraded to include 
interactive elements



REGULATED COMMUNITY 
FEEDBACK

• DAQM will continue to 
host workshops and 
forums to meet the needs 
of the regulated 
community

• Increased information to 
permittees on control 
technologies

• Partner with industry 
through professional 
organizations



IT STRATEGIC PLAN
• Select and begin 

implementation of a DAQM 
Integrated Database System.

• Expand support to encompass 
departmental growth and 
infrastructure efforts 
associated with physical 
relocation.

• Initiate Document Imaging 
Initiative.

• Enhance the utilization of the 
Web technology for external 
and internal Departmental 
business



LONG-TERM ENVIRONMENTAL 
MASTER PLAN

• Combining 
Environmental Planning 
with DAQM to form an 
Environmental 
Management 
Department

• The re-organization will 
allow for a multi-media 
approach to planning


